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No. /1975 The National Blood Centre ‘-
Thai Red Cross Society
llenri Dunant Road

Bangkok
October 13, 1975

Mr, R.L. Andrew,
Second Secretary
New Zealand Embassy,
Bangkok.

Dear Mr. Andrew,

I wish to thank you sincerely for sending me a copy of the letter which
you have written to Khun Wanchai Sirirattna, of the Department of Technology and Eco-
nonic Cooperation,

I wish, however, to draw your attention to the fact that the National
Blood Centre, Thal Red Cross Society, was established in 1969 to carry out the task
entrusted to the Society by the Government of operating National Blood Transfusion
Service. The Ceatre is responsible for the procurement of blood, on the national
scale, from as many voluntary blood donors as possible, im order to supply sufficieat
blood for the country's need.

We naturally welcome international assistance and co-operation, and we
have been receiving help from many countries. The French Goverament has been giving
us equipments, technical training and advisory assistance. Actually the second phase -
of the French assistance, in comnection with plasmapheresis, will begin in 1976, and
in dried plasma preparation im 1978, We receive this assistance from the French Go-
vernment through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and shall only be too happy to receive
any assistance from New Zealand. In any case, we acknowledge with great pleasure that
Huhnlandiawﬂiinztoginswhhelptomuand.andnuhallmtfailtow
you as and when such help is needed. :

It is rather unfortunate that I shall have to attend a Red! Cross Conference
in Geneva from the 25th October and shall not be available to meet with you oa the
27th October, but I understand that at the meeting on the 23rd September 1974, the
Minister of Health had made it clear to the New Zealand experts that Thailand would
be happy to learn abut any new techaiques which New Zealand has to offer, but the
assistance has to be channelled through our National Blood Centre.

In any case, I shall be very pleased at a more convenient opportunity to
discuss with you any plan wiith the New Zealand Covernment wishes to offer to Thailand
in comnection with our national blood tramsfusion service, and I look forward

hearing from you in due course.

yours sincerely,

(Prof. Dr.Bundham Sundharagiati)
. Director
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esssssssss Ihe Committee's excellent result of werk could be shown as follows:
KD B ey
V.. From only 1,975 donations in 1960 there were 52,562 in 1968 (The

Committee was initiated in 1%1)
20y

2. Last year (1974) the total donations in Bangkok Area were 102,341
while in 70 provineial Chapté%s altogether the donations were 86,225,

Some of other good signs during the recent yeais:

A, Demand and Supply

From the statistics of Bangkok Area, in 1974, only three per cent
inereased for the total blood used. (In 19 large hospitals Consuming hleod
about 33 million ml. or 110,000 units) The present shortage of the Red Cross
blood for Bangkok Area is about 30 per cent. Our target is 10 per ecent in-
creased annually, so the demand and supply are expected to be matched in five
to eight yearé.

B. Voluntary Blood Donors

At the National Blood Centre of Bangkok, the statisties of recruit-
ing blood donors during the past five years also showed a promising result
particularly from old donors, d

Total 0ld denor New donor
1970 22,925 12,040 | 10,885
1971 30,717 15,951 14,766
1972 36,113 18,052 20,161
1973 42,312 21,066 21,246
1974 43,561 23,497 20,064

In eonclusion, our Red Cross National Blood Centre is working fairly
hard to promote the racnutment of voluntary blood donors, In my opinion, in
our country televlsmn w:.lj. be a ‘most efflClent tool to inspire donor-minded
¢ for the publie,. Lectures from time to tlmeﬂ educate the publiec are also essential
for the time being, For the long term project and a more successful future,

education through schools will be most helpful,
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